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What we have at the University of Tennessee is truly unique. A Student Center on campus for the 
last 61 years. A sponsoring congregation and the support of some wonderful area churches that 
believe in our mission, eager to support it through prayer, finances and volunteerism. It is truly a 
blessing to have Josh Zito and Joyce Troxler on staff. We also have some amazing, dedicated 
students! I’m grateful for the vision of the Laurel elders and Mark Smith. It’s an honor to be here. 
All glory to God for His work among us, and His great provisions through Jesus Christ! 
 

SPRING SEMESTER 
The new semester is in full swing. Though snow prevented the Student Leadership Team from using 
the Connell’s cabin in Townsend, we crashed at the Troxler’s for two half-days just before classes 
began, planning and praying for the many programs and events at the Christian Student Center this 
spring. We also had some fun. I sure am excited for what is to come.  
 
 Dave Keim will be teaching through Galatians in the Sunday morning College Bible Class. 
 John Auxier will continue teaching the Men’s Discipleship Group on Monday nights, and Ingrid 

Ruffin is coordinating female guest speakers to teach the Women’s group. 
 We moved our weekly Outreach Table to the library to avoid cold wheather, and we changed the 

time to be before lunch instead of after, so CSC students can invite students to our lunches. 
 On Thursday nights at the CSC, a line up of guest speakers will teach through Hebrews. 
 Just before our Thursday gatherings, we’re starting a fun CSC Ninja 

Warrior Competition, where two teams will compete every week 
to earn points. Games will included the Human Knot, Trivia, a 
Scavenger Hunt, Brain Teasers, a Food Eating Contest, and an 
Obstacle Course, and more! 

 Now that football season is over, our weekends are open for more 
variety in our activities. Ice Skating, Hikes, a Ski Trip, and a Luau 
Party are some of the activites in the near future, which are 
perfect for students to invite their friends to. 

 As always, we encourage students to participate in FriendSpeak on Wedensday nights, as well as 
the International Friendship Program at UT. 

 We will also offer plenty of volunteer opportunities, including serving food with Karm shelters, 
and working with the Knoxville Dream Center’s Food Trucks and Adopt-A-Block programs. 

 During Spring Break we’ll take a group to Atlanta for our Mission Trip, where we will serve with 
Friends of Refugees. 

 On March 25th, we will host a semi-formal Campus Ministry Gala at Laurel; a benefit auction for 
the CSC Endowment. For a $10 admission, this will offer a fun night out, including a delicious a 
dinner and dessert; free childcare; enterainment; a $5 raffle for a Pat Summit autographed 

basketball; a silent auction and live auction with professional auctioneer, Kevin Ross; and a brief 
presentation by Dr. Joe Johnson. Stay tuned for details on how you can help volunteer and/or 
donate items, services, or experiences! 

 



 

 

GULF COAST GETAWAY 
 

One of the great traditions at the CSC is the annual student conference in Panama City, Florida, 
called Gulf Coast Getaway. 
 
This year we took a group of 40 to join 1,100 students at the Edgewater Resort, right on the beach 
(it’s a tough job, but somebody’s gotta do it). The theme was Citizens, and our keynote speaker, 
Randy Harris, professor from Abilene Christian University, took us through the book of Philippians.  
 
The extended weekend included much time in worship, five keynote sessions, a number of classes 
to choose from, Community Groups for discussing what we were learning, lots of booths to browse 
for discovering opportunities with non-profits and grad schools, and free time on the beach to hang 
out and play sports. Students also took up a collection for Campus for Christ, an organization    
committed to planting new Campus Ministries, that exceeded $14,000!  
 
It was a wonderful time of bonding for our ministry. We want to thank Joyce Troxler for all her hard 
work behind the scenes, helping with registration, t-shirts, lodging, and transportation. We also 
thank Anthony and Pat Fuller, Bill Troxler, Mike Buckley, and Josh Zito for joining us and driving the 
three vehicles over 20 hours round trip.   


